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The Solution: How to reverse the trend in pollinator population decline

•	 Preservation	and	creation	of	pollinator	habitats:	

- unused ields or unploughed farmland can 
be used to grow vegetation that will create a 
habitat for insects. this will encourage pollinator 
population growth, and will also beneit nearby 
crops.13

- Consumers can create a bee friendly garden 
to encourage the growth and population of 
pollinators. these gardens should include a 
wide variety of plants that bloom throughout 
early spring and into late fall. As many native 
and local species as possible should be used.14

•	 Reduced	or	no	pesticide	use:

- Farmers and gardeners should use only non-
toxic and environmentally friendly methods of 
controlling weeds and insects.15 if pesticides 
must be used, careful consideration should  
be taken to apply during midday hours  
when bees are most frequently out foraging for 
nectar.16

- Consumers without a farm or garden are  
able to impact pesticide use by shopping  
with intention. shopping for products and 
produce that is pesticide free and/or certiied 
organic will support businesses that are 
contributing toward the solution of colony 
collapse disorder.17

•	 Research	and	resource	allocation:

- scientists believe that there is no one factor that 
causes Colony Collapse Disorder. “every time a 
claim is made of inding a ‘smoking gun,’ further 
investigation has not been able to make the leap 
from a correlation to cause-and-efect. other 
times, not even a scientiic correlation has been 
demonstrated in the study claiming to have 
found ‘the cause’ of CCD,” says a report from 
the usDA’s Agricultural research service.

- Additional resources, research and advocacy 
is needed to learn more about CCD and thus 
know more about additional solutions for  
this issue. 
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